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Ealing Ladies’ Hockey Club (1888 – 2000) 

 

The Club has claims to be one of the oldest women’s club in England. It is believed to 

have been founded in 1888. It seems that the club played very few matches against 

other teams in the first years of its existence. Matches were played on a field off 

Gunnersbury Lane. 

 

 

 
Printed in The King magazine, 23 Nov 1901. 

 

By 1897 the club fielded two elevens and played other teams in south-east England. In 

the following years there were 35 members and an annual ball was held at Ealing Town 

Hall. A prominent member in the 1900s was Miss Dorothea Douglass, later Mrs 

Chambers, who was an even more renowned tennis players, winning the Ladies’ final at 

the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Championship on seven occasions. Another noted 

member was Olga Gray, honorary secretary between 1935-1938 . She was an employee 

of MI5 who effectively infiltrated various Communist organisations, culminating in the 

Woolwich Arsenal spy case of 1938. 

 

 

 
Ealing LHC members, 1937. 
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Despite using numerous sites, including the cricket field near Corfton Road, Ealing from 

1949, the Club survived over the decades when others did not. In the 1930s, four 

elevens were fielded, but despite hopes of founding junior elevens, insufficient girls 

came forward. 

 

The Club was administered by a committee, made up of the president, club captain, 

honorary secretary and honorary treasurer and a varying number of other posts; some 

of the posts were held by the same women for many years. Miss Peggie Gilliland and 

Mrs Joy Crowther were President and Club Captain respectively for nearly two decades 

in the 1970s and ‘80s. Other members also went on to give meritorious service at 

county and national levels including Joyce Clark (AEWHA Constitution and Indoor), 

Audrey Appleby (IFWHA umpire), Jean Macheath (AEWHA National coach) and Netta 

Forward (England indoor selector). 

 

The 1970s and 1980s were the most successful era for the club, the first National title 

coming in 1986 with the National Indoor Championship followed in successive years by 

victories in the National Outdoor Championships in 1987, 1988 and 1989. Ealing went 

on to represent England in the European Clubs’ Championship in 1988, 1989 and 1990.  

 

 

 
All England Women’s Hockey Association (AEWHA) 

National Club champions, 1987. 

 
Ealing Ladies’ HC in the European 

Clubs Finals, 1988. 

 

 

A number of notable national team players played for Ealing in this era including Sheila 

Harding (nee Cornwallis), Katie Dodd, Mandy Nicholson (nee Langridge) and Joan 

Lewis. During this period, Ealing LHC became the first women’s club to celebrate 100 

years and organised a whole series of events, tournaments and a Centenary Dinner. 

 

To build on this success the club moved home to Indian Gymkhana HC in Isleworth, 

West London to ensure that they had regular access to an artificial pitch. In the 1990s 
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the club thrived running five teams and numerous junior teams but top-flight success 

proved more elusive and although Ealing were in the top division of the National Hockey 

League when it was initiated in 1989 and were runners up in the national knock-out cup 

in 1992, by the end of the 1990s they were playing in Division 2. 

 

In 2000 Ealing LHC merged with Hounslow Hockey Club and moved to a new home at 

Dukes Meadows in Chiswick, bringing its separate existence to an end after over a 

century. Subsequently, in 2005, the women’s section merged with Barnes HC and now 

plays as Barnes Hounslow & Ealing as part of the Surrey club. Ealing Borough and 

Middlesex have lost a great hockey legacy. 

 

 

Katie Dodd, September 2010 
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