New format the key to a brighter future for Pacific hockey?
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By Richard Ewart in Port Moresby

There is a new sport in town at the Pacific Games in Papua New Guinea — after rugby
sevens, Twenty20 cricket and rugby league nines, now comes hockey fives.

And those charged with running the sport in the Pacific say it could be the saviour
of game.

Hockey has only featured in the Pacific Games on three previous occasions, and until
Port Moresby there has never been a tournament for both men and women. The reasons
for that are straightforward: hockey has never been a heavy hitter on the sporting
scene in the region.

It is expensive to take an 18 player squad to compete in an international tournament
and most Pacific countries cannot afford to do it.

In recent times, Fiji's men's and women's teams qualified to play in the next
of the World League, but neither side went because there was no money to send
But with five-a-side hockey the picture is very different. Half the number of
are required, so naturally costs are significantly reduced as well.

Hence five teams have made it to PNG and the hope is more will follow at future
Pacific Games.

Fiji's team manager Senimili Rose said hockey fives make perfect sense. "W
happy to be involved instead of being left out of the Games as has so cften
n the past,” she said. "This new format makes it more affordable in term

tions, getting athletes to the competition, getting proper uniforms
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not cutdoors on the brand new all-weather surface in PNG.
T a goalkeeper and four outfield players on each team, hockey fives is fast,

near snocugh non-stop and you can shoot from anywhere.
£ = lzyed over three 12-minute periods (with just a couple of

by

us and we only started playing last
rls have picked it up very quickly,
i 3 I T want to stop,"™ he said.

..... he Pacifs 2 T ver X n wants hockey officials to keep t
: ) E : driver for hockey in the Pacific
lve as many Pacific islands as possicls.” &s

= O 0O
{
=

o

|
0

We'd like everybody tc gst bshind

i medals to be won, and ths nocksy
of the Games con Szturd=sy.

[

m i


Mike
Stamp


